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districts in which this dialect was spoken were carefully defined, and were partly in the Russian dominions. Selections of these songs were published at Leipzic in 1868.
An abstract was then read of the subject of a book laid before the Con^ivss by an absent scholar, M. Schmidt, in which new and striking theories were broached : it was suggested that there was a possible connection between the Chinese and Egyptians, and that these latter had their cradle in Mesopotamia, whence they spread to the Persian Gulf, Arabia, Ethiopia and Egypt, whence again, in due time, their civilization was conveyed back to Syria and Assyria, The author proceeded further to hint at a connection between the aborigines of America, and the race above described. He concluded by hoping that the theories thus sketched out might be considered by learned Orientalists. The propoundig of such theories, indeed, makes the hearer hold his breath for a time, M, Pntkhanoff made a learned communication on the subject of the geography of Moses of Ehorene.
M. Oppert took up the subject of the cuneiform inscriptions on the rocks of Van in Armenia, which have hitherto baffled the cunning of scholars. They are called Armeuiac, and are totally unintelligible : one thing seems certain, that they have no connection with modern Armenian, Fortunately many of the signs are ideographic, which express ideas, and are independent of all language-sound, and these correspond to the Assyrian ideographs. We thus become aware that mention is made of so much silver and gold, so many oxen, etef> taken from an enemy; of a house and temple being built* It is hoped that the lucky chance of finding an inscription, or the happy divining rod of some scholar may reveal the mystery, and inform us of the details of a lost and long forgotten civilization of a race entirely passed away.
M. Eritsoff drew attention to the seven variations of written character used by the Armenians, whose alphabet dates back to the fifth century of our era. He mentioned also the abundance of Armenian manuscripts in the monastery of Etchmiadzin, which had been catalogued by Mr, Brosset: there are upwards of thirty-two thousand, although so many had perished.
M. Tsagarelli gave an account of the tales and fables in the Georgian language, which he had translated. He remarked on the number ami importance of the poetic compositions in this language, many of them entirely indigenous and not borrowed from their more civilized neighl>ours. They will contribute greatly to the explanation of the connection betwixt the East and the West, occupying, as they do, a middle position. Another com-